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Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of the New Hampshire Antiquarian Society [doing business as Hopkinton 

Historical Society], a not-for-profit organization, is to investigate, collect, preserve, and 

communicate whatever may relate to the history of the Town of Hopkinton and its 

people.  To fulfill this purpose, the Society shall collect, maintain, interpret, and make 

available to the public such books, papers, artifacts, and related materials as may 

serve to document or illuminate the town’s history.  In addition, the Society recognizes 

a responsibility to promote and disseminate the study and understanding of 

Hopkinton and New Hampshire history through scholarly inquiry, exhibitions, 

programs, and publications.   HHS Bylaws 
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Dedication 
  

It is with great honor that the Hopkinton Historical Society dedicates its 2025 

Annual Report to Craig Dunning, whose term as President of the Board of 

Trustees has come to an end. Fortunately, Craig will remain an active member 

of the board, as the Society’s bylaws provide that past presidents continue to 

serve for three years in the role of Immediate Past President. 

 

Craig moved to Hopkinton in 1974, in part because his brother, Rob, lived 

here. Together they founded the Dunning Home Group, building more than 

150 homes over 25 years, including 50 in Hopkinton. According to Craig, there 

is a Dunning-built home on nearly every street in town, including those on High 

Pond Road, Hopkins Green, and River Grant. Following later roles at Cobb Hill 

and the Concord Housing Authority, Craig retired in 2019. 

 

Since retiring, Craig and his wife Linda have embraced life on the road, 

completing three cross-country trips. Preferring scenic back roads and “quirky” 

destinations, their journeys often span several months. In 2024, they followed 

the Mississippi River from its source in northern Minnesota to Venice, 

Louisiana, the furthest point accessible by car along the river. In 2025, they 

traveled to Tucson, Arizona via Florida, covering 11,494 miles in three months. 

Their next adventure will be an 

extended stay somewhere in the 

Caribbean. 

 

Craig’s connection to the 

Society began in the early 1990s, 

when former director Kathleen 

Belko asked him to help with 

various odd jobs. Among them 

was dressing as Santa Claus for 

the Society’s holiday event—a 

role he fulfilled for three years, 

proudly noting that no one ever 

discovered his identity. 

 

Craig officially joined the board 

in 2019, became vice president 

in 2020, and was elected 

president in 2023. Under his 
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leadership, the Society has thrived. He has encouraged new ideas, offered 

thoughtful and informed perspectives, and contributed practical expertise on 

building-related matters. 

 

When asked what he enjoys most about the Society, Craig remarked that it is 

“fun to be amongst the stuff.” He values not only preserving the past but also 

collecting present-day history for future generations. Some of that “current 

history” includes Dunning Home Group records documenting homes built in 

Hopkinton. Having lived in the town for more than 50 years, Craig has 

witnessed significant change and believes that, “by all measures, Hopkinton is a 

great place to be.” 

 

We extend our sincere appreciation to Craig for his many contributions as 

president. His deep knowledge of Hopkinton, pragmatic approach to problem-

solving, and dry sense of humor have positioned the Society well for the future. 

Thank you, Craig! 
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President’s Report 
 

Greetings:  

 

It’s been a year since you last heard from me and much has transpired. 

Through the efforts of our staff and an army of volunteers we have worked 

hard on events and programs to present and promote the Society to the 

community.  

This past year has seen strong fundraising results from the Vintage Yard 

Sale, over $17,000, the Second Hand Art Sale, over $5,000 and a strong 

response to the annual appeal, over $30,000! With strong membership 

renewals and some grant funding we are in a strong financial position heading 

into the coming year. Additionally, our financial investments have performed 

well and serve as an important backstop to our budgetary needs. 

This past year our primary exhibit was “Thank You, Hopkinton! 

Celebrating a Tradition of Care and Kindness” curated by Trustee Sienna 

Larson. This exhibit, featuring stories from over 125 contributors highlighted 

through mostly personal remembrances, the reasons so many people have 

made Hopkinton their home. This exhibit was without a doubt one of our most 

heavily attended programs in years and brought many new people into the 

building to experience what the Society has to offer. 

This year we are putting on another of our award-winning Cemetery 

walks, featuring stories from the residents of the Old Hopkinton Cemetery 

here in Hopkinton village. The staff and volunteers are already working on the 

stories to be told.  

This is my last year as President of the Society, I will be turning over my 

post to Mike Rollo who I’m sure will be a steady and capable hand moving into 

the future. 

I want to thank our staff, my fellow board members and all the many 

volunteers who made my tenure as President a pleasant experience. I’m 

confident that the Hopkinton Historical Society is in a good place with our 

future leadership and in a strong financial position to continue to work of 

promoting the history and stories of the Town of Hopkinton. 

 

Best Regards, 

Craig Dunning, President 

Hopkinton Historical Society   

 

  



4 
 

Executive Director’s Report 
 

Last year was another full year for the Society, including both old and new 

activities.  Below is a quick summary of some of our activities, followed by this 

year’s upcoming events. 

 

Abenaki Seeds Project: The Society participated again in the Abenaki Seeds 

Project, through which local growers can help ensure food security for the 

Abenaki people by growing heritage seeds.  Food growers donated their 

produce to the Abenaki Food Shelf and the Hopkinton Food Pantry.  The 

Society updated a growing guide for the heritage seeds with recipes for people 

to try at home. 

 

2025 Exhibit:  Last year’s exhibit, “Thank You Hopkinton! Celebrating a 

Tradition of Care and Kindness” was curated by Trustee Sienna Larson.  It was 

a fabulous exhibit, filled with more than 125 personal stories submitted to the 

Society.  Programs included a Humanities Council program with Dr. Maria 

Sanders on her book, “The Quest for Happiness”; a nature walk around 

Kimball Lake with naturalist Linden Rayton; Community Storytelling with old 

and new townsfolk; a “Night at the Museum” with a story read by Joan 

Follansbee and a show and tell of objects in the Society’s collection; and a book 

discussion group moderated by Digit Taylor of The Serviceberry by Robin Wall 

Kimmerer. 

 

Frederick Douglass Speech Reading:  For the past several years, the 

Society has participated in the Black Heritage Trail of NH’s statewide reading 

of Frederick Douglass’s speech, “What to the slave is your Fourth of July?”  All 

attendees read a portion of the speech, if they would like.  It is a meaningful 

time to read and hear the speech and to reflect upon its meaning.  If you would 

like to participate, please send an email to director@hopkintonhistory.org. 

 

Traveling Exhibit:  Originally an exhibit at the Society in 2020, we were 

asked to transform it into a traveling exhibit to go to schools, historical 

societies, and libraries.  With a grant from the N.H. State Council on the Arts 

and a wonderful intern, we created “Abenaki Trails,” which was exhibited in 

2023 at the Monadnock Center for History & Culture in Peterborough, N.H.  

It also traveled to Maple Street School and Hopkinton Middle/High School, and 

included programs with Abenaki artists.  The Society received an additional 
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grant from the Arts Council in 2025 to bring the exhibit and Abenaki artists to 

the Beech Hill School, Loudon N.H. American Legion, and Maple Street School. 

 

In 2026, we are continuing with many of the projects and programs from 2025, 

including the Abenaki Seeds Project (now in its fifth year) and the Frederick 

Douglass Speech Reading (our eighth year).  Additional activities will include:  

 

2026 Exhibit:  “Ordinary People, Extraordinary Times: Hopkinton and the 

American Revolution” will show how the fight for independence unfolded in 

everyday life, as neighbors in our town faced difficult choices, divisions, and 

new responsibilities during the war.  Drawing on Lynn Clark and Beth 

Spaulding’s research for this year’s Cemetery Walk, it will look at the role of 

women, children, and marginalized groups in the community while also showing 

that the promise of freedom was not shared equally.  By examining both the 

immediate impact of the Revolution and how it has been remembered, the 

exhibit will explore what independence truly meant for the people who lived 

through it.   

 

Cemetery Walk:  The Society is producing its tenth Cemetery Walk this 

year!  Lynn Clark and Beth Spaulding have been hard at work researching and 

writing the little known stories of those buried in the Old Hopkinton 

Cemetery and the American Revolution.  Coincidentally, the Old Hopkinton 

Cemetery is the same location as the first Cemetery Walk held in 2009.  

Combining history with live performance has been a winning combination for 

the Society, and we are very much looking forward to this year’s production. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude to the Board of Trustees, 

my co-workers, and our many volunteers.  The Society could not function 

without them, and I am thankful for the time and talents they bring to the 

Society.  

 

Thank you, 

Heather Mitchell 

Executive Director 
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Volunteer of the Year 
 

We are proud to recognize Sienna Larson as our 2025 Volunteer of the Year. 

As a member of the Board of Trustees and guest curator of this year’s exhibit, 

“Thank You Hopkinton! Celebrating a Tradition of Care and Kindness,” Sienna 

brought vision, creativity, and heartfelt dedication to every stage of the project. 

 

What began as a simple idea blossomed under her leadership into a powerful 

reflection of Hopkinton’s spirit. Through her thoughtful curation and 

commitment, the exhibit became more than a collection of stories—it became 

a celebration of community, connection, and the everyday acts of kindness that 

define our town. 

 

Sienna’s passion inspired others to participate, share their stories, and engage 

more deeply with the Historical Society. The strong attendance and enthusiasm 

surrounding the exhibit are a testament to her efforts and to the meaningful 

connections she helped foster. 

 

We are deeply 

grateful for 

Sienna’s time, 

talent, and 

unwavering 

commitment. 

Her work has 

left a lasting 

impact on our 

organization and 

our community, 

and we are 

honored to 

celebrate her as 

this year’s 

Volunteer of the 

Year. 

 

  
Photo by Katie Dillon 
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Salute to Volunteers 
 

In 2025, nearly 40 individuals volunteered their time at the Society.  These 

volunteers did everything from cataloging, conducting research for the 

Cemetery Walk, to helping with yard work.  With their efforts, the Society is 

able to create new exhibits, hold interesting programs, and maintain the 

historic Long Memorial Building.  Equally important, our volunteers help 

connect the Society to our town of Hopkinton and help fulfill the Society’s 

mission to preserve and share Hopkinton’s history.  Listed below are the 2025 

activities and the people who so generously volunteered their time.  Although 

we have tried to be thorough, any omissions are an oversight on our part and 

we apologize.   

 

Audio/Visual:  Bob LaPree  

 

Board of Trustees:  Roxanne Benzel, William Dunlap, Katie Dillon, Craig 

Dunning, Jim Fredyma, Sienna Larson, Scott Metzger, Mike Rollo, Carol 

Schapira, and Bob Vallari.  Honorary Trustees: Carol Duston, Mary Leadbeater, 

Allita Paine, Kathy Thesing, and Bob Wilson 

 

Cataloging:  Tess Anderson, Maddie Ceriello, Claire Chimenti, Jesse Jacobs, 

Ginny Martin, and Margaret Serzans 

 

Clock Winder:  Bob Wilson 

 

Collections Committee:  Vicki Frye, Carol Hooper, Mary Leadbeater, Jean 

Lightfoot, Ginny Martin, Scott Metzger, Carol Schapira, Patti Cass Smith and 

Bob Wilson 

 

Display case builder: Elijah Sproles 

 

Exhibit Curator:  Sienna Larson 

 

Research:  Lynn Clark, Helena Folsom, and Beth Spaulding 

 

Handyman:  Craig Dunning 

 

Organizing Family Files:  Katherine Ludwig 

 

Organizing Obituaries:  Patti Cass Smith and Ruth Pratt 
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Program Committee:  Roxanne Benzel, Katie Dillon, Linda Dunning, Emily 

Gula, Lissa Jones, and Scott Metzger 

 

Vintage Yard Sale:  Elissa Barr, Roxanne Benzel, Patty Cass Smith, Nancy Jo 

Chabot, Katie Dillon, Craig Dunning, Linda Dunning, James Fredyma, Holli 

Hadley, Carol Hooper, Sienna Larson, Mary Leadbeater, Jean Lightfoot, Dulcie 

Lipoma, Scott Metzger, Heather Mitchell, Deb Norris, Allita Paine, Mike Rollo, 

Carol Schapira, Kathy Thesing, Bob Vallari, and Bob Wilson 

 

Yardwork:  Kathy Thesing 

 

If you are interested in volunteering, the Society would love to hear from you.  

No experience is necessary, the hours are flexible, and you get to choose 

which of our projects you would like to work on.  On-going projects include 

exhibit research, genealogy research, filing, photography, and photograph 

sorting.  Give us a call at 603-746-3825 or send us an email at 

administrator@hopkintonhistory.org if you are interested. 
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2025 Annual Meeting Minutes 
April 13, 2025 1pm 

In-Person at the Long Memorial Building 

 

Members present: 38 people were present at the Long Memorial Building.  

 

I. Welcome and Land Acknowledgement – Vice President Mike 

Rollo called the meeting to order at 1:04pm. He explained that he was 

officiating the meeting as President Craig Dunning was away. He then 

acknowledged the land the building is on as we are guests in this land 

and opened the meeting. (see back cover of the 2024 Annual Report) 

II. Distribution of the 2024 Annual Report - All were provided with 

a copy of the 2024 Annual Report. 

III. Vice President’s Remarks – VP Rollo offered a brief overview of 

the President’s Report including mentions of the cemetery walk at 

Davisville Cemetery and the great successes of the yard sale and 

second-hand art sale. He informed the gathering of the upcoming 2025 

Society exhibit in June, entitled “Thank You, Hopkinton – Celebrating 

a Tradition of Care and Kindness.” He expressed sadness at the 

passing of two long-time Society supporters Bruce and Cindy Salsbury 

and mentioned the stepping down of Board Member Roxanne Benzel 

but mentioned that Roxanne will continue to work with the Society 

on the Program Committee. He also said a big “Thank you” to Society 

staff members Heather Mitchell, Nancy Jo Chabot and Elissa Barr and 

to all our wonderful volunteers. (see page 3 of the 2024 Annual 

Report) 

IV. Executive Director’s Remarks - Executive Director Heather Mitchell 

welcomed the assembled guests and thanked Mike Rollo for filling in 

for Craig Dunning. She expressed the honor and a privilege it is to 

work at Society and how much she appreciates the support of the 

Board of Trustees and the community. “Thanks for making my job 

something I look forward to every day and making the society such a 

lively place.” She mentioned some of the programs we will be holding 

in 2025 including the Abenaki Seeds Project where locals grow 

Abenaki seeds and offer the excess produce to the Food Pantry as 

well as the upcoming 2025 exhibit on care and kindness. So far, we 

have 125 story submissions for the exhibit. “Thank you for coming and 
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helping us to fulfill our mission.” (see page 5 of the 2024 Annual 

Report) 

V. Old Business 

a. Secretary’s Report – Bill Dunlap moved and Roxanne Benzel 

seconded to accept the minutes of the 2024 Annual Meeting as 

presented. All were in favor and the motion passed. (see page 19 of 

the 2024 Annual Report) 

b. Collections Committee Report – Mary Leadbeater highlighted 

the clock collection that Steve Sanborn took care of for a long time. 

Bob Wilson is now responsible for winding them. See p. 7 for a 

dedication to Bob Wilson as Volunteer of the Year and a photo of 

him winding the clocks. (see page 10 of the 2024 Annual Report for 

the full Collections Committee report) 

c. Vintage Yard Sale Committee Report – Scott Metzger told us 

about our great success last year at the Vintage Yard Sale and 

Secondhand Art Sale and notified us that we are just five weeks 

away until the next Vintage Yard Sale on May 17th. (see page 17 of 

the 2024 Annual Report) 

d. Program Committee Report – Roxanne Benzel explained the 

main goals of the Program Committee and said that we have several 

programs planned for the year including another Night at the 

Museum. She will stay on as an active member of the Society and 

continue to chair this committee (see page 18 of the 2024 Annual 

Report) 

VI. New Business 

a. Election of the Slate of Officers 

Craig Dunning President 

Michael Rollo Vice President 

Sienna Larson Secretary 

Jim Fredyma Past President 

Katie Dillon Trustee 

William Dunlap Trustee 

Scott Metzger Trustee and Vintage Yard Sale 

Committee Chair 

Carol Schapira Trustee 

Robert Vallari Trustee 

Roxanne Benzel Honorary Trustee 
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and Program Committee Chair 

Carol Duston Honorary Trustee 

Mary Leadbeater Honorary Trustee 

and Collections Committee Chair 

Allita Paine Honorary Trustee 

Kathy Thesing Honorary Trustee 

Dr. Robert Wilson Honorary Trustee 

 

Kathy Thesing moved and Jane Bradstreet seconded to accept 

the slate of officers as presented. All were in favor and the 

motion passed.  

b. Changes to By-laws - The following proposed change in the 

Society's bylaws was voted on by members at the Annual Meeting on 

Sunday, April 13: 

Article II. Trustees and Officers 

Section 2.01 Trustees and Terms 

The Board of Trustees shall include as its members the 

President, the immediate Past President, the Vice-President, 

the Treasurer, the Secretary, the chairpersons of the standing 

committees and such other officers as the Board of Trustees 

shall establish pursuant to Section 2.02 of this Article, and at 

least three members of the Society elected at large by the 

membership at its annual meeting. Members of the Board of 

Trustees shall serve three-year terms, limited to two (2) 

consecutive three-year terms with eligibility to serve on the Board 

again after at least one year off. The Board Vice President shall 

serve a three-year term as Vice-President, then be nominated 

for a term as President, and following a term as President, 

continue as immediate Past President, assuring continuity and 

mentorship of leadership. 

We want continuity on the board and don’t always have a broad 

selection of people able to fill the spots. (see page 21 of the 2024 

Annual Report) Jim Fredyma moved and Mary Leadbeater seconded to 

change the by-laws as proposed. All were in favor and the motion 

passed.  

c. Bob LaPree and his photography – Self-taught back in the 

1970s, Bob has now been taking photographs for 50 years 

documenting Hopkinton’s history and has decided to share his digital 
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archives with the New Hampshire Historical Society to create 

searchable archives and the hard copies of these images will go to the 

Hopkinton Historical Society. We will be looking for ways to raise 

funds to supports these two initiatives.  

VII. Special Recognition 

a. Annual Report Dedication – The 2024 Annual Report is 

dedicated to three people who have done so much for the 

Society: Roxanne Benzel, who is stepping down from the Board 

following more than 15 years of illustrious service; Bruce Salsbury 

(1938-2024), who served on the Board for many years; and 

Bruce’s wife, Cindy Salsbury (1938-2025), who along with Bruce 

enthusiastically supported the Society with their time and talents. 

Organizations like this are not successful without dedicated 

volunteers. It’s a combination of a fabulous staff and fabulous 

volunteers. It is always sad to say goodbye. (see page 1 of the 

2024 Annual Report) 

b. Volunteer of the Year and Salute to Volunteers –  

a. Bob Wilson has been selected to be Volunteer of the Year 

for his over 20 years of volunteering, serving as an Honorary 

Trustee and being a long-time member of the Society. Every 

week, without fail, Bob comes by to wind the clocks. Five of 

the clocks are in the Hopkinton Room on the first floor of 

the Society, and two are in the main gallery on the second 

floor. It is very calming to hear them all ticking a slightly 

different and not quite synchronized pattern, and quite a treat 

to hear them all strike the hour. Bob has his own extensive 

collection of clocks and has been instrumental in acquiring 

several impressive tall clocks by Hopkinton clock makers for 

the Society. We are thankful for his expertise and his 

willingness to help when we need to move one of the clocks 

or have a clock-related question. (see page 7 of the 2024 

Annual Report) 

b. Roxanne Benzel has been volunteering with the Society for 

numerous years, on the Board for 15 years and volunteered 

for years before that. She has served as Secretary, Vice 

President, President, Treasurer, Chairs of Committees, 

helped with fundraising campaigns and cashier-extraordinaire 

at yard sale and art sales. She has performed in all nine of the 
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cemetery walks! We presented her with a Certificate of 

Appreciation, an 1890 copy of Life and Times of Hopkinton, NH 

and a framed print of the Long Memorial Building. As a 

tribute to her at the Society, we are having built a base for a 

Buddha that has been in our collection for over 100 years 

with a dedication plaque on it in her name. Roxanne thanked 

the Society and expressed how special and unique the Society 

is, being the longest running historical society in the country 

with tremendous leadership and award-winning programs 

that preserve our past as we move into the future. (see page 

1 of the 2024 Annual Report) 

c. Heather Mitchell spoke of the more than 60 people who 

volunteered this past year including Board of Trustees 

members, performers in the cemetery walk, volunteers who 

help with the Collections Committee, our clock winder, 

handyman and audio-visual experts, student interns who 

helped with cataloguing and an army of volunteers who help 

with our sales. We couldn’t do it without you all! 

VIII. Adjournment – Roxanne Benzel moved and Scott Metzger seconded to 

adjourn at 1:40pm. All were in favor and motion passed.  

The meeting was followed by a presentation by NH Humanities To Go speaker 

Alan Hoffman entitled, “Lafayette and the Farewell Tour: Odyssey of an 

American Idol,” that was enjoyed by all present. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sienna Larson 

Secretary 
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Collections Committee 
 

Another busy year for the Collections Committee. Items come from near 

and far, and it’s our job to choose which should be added to our permanent 

collection. And now one of our considerations has to be availability to store 

everything we accept. We need more space so the decision was made to rent 

off-site storage for sturdy and bulky pieces. We’ve rented a climate controlled 

unit in Concord near Board member Scott Metzger’s business office and will 

start moving items in the spring. This will free up much needed space in our 

basement at the Society. 

We acquired a number of pieces of art this year. Donations for our two 

big sales often include paintings and crafts with a connection to town which we 

decide to keep rather than sell. In addition, various art shows often have pieces 

that we don’t want to pass up. The Two Villages Art Society had a piece by 

Catherine Houston Tuttle that we decided to purchase. A pop–up show in 

Contoocook this winter featured a painting by Charlotte Thibault of “Toad 

Hall”, a boat house that sits on the Contoocook River by Sand Bank Farm, 

which compliments a painting by former Contoocook resident Craig Bohanan 

of the steel bridge over the river at the same location that had been posted on 

his Facebook page. And we received a donation of a large painting of Melinda 

Colby Straw by Samuel P. Howes and purchased a sampler made by Elizabeth 

Bean Eaton in 1833 that lists her teacher Lucy Stone Davis, both of whom lived 

in Hopkinton. We realized that we’re maxing out the space to store all of our 

art so a subcommittee is looking at all the work we own to be sure they’re all 

relevant to Hopkinton. To free up space we will deaccession some pieces that 

aren’t appropriate to keep and remove some from their frames so they can be 

stored flat in files to make room for the rest. 

Other interesting donated items include a wooden Quassia Cup, used for 

traditional medicine that was used by Dan Dustin’s family for a long time.  Dan 

says it is significant not only because of its medicinal properties, but also 

because it was an item that most families had in mid-19th century, which was 

imported. And a pair of binoculars that was loaned to the government by 

Robert T. Gould during WWI.  Altogether, more than 500 items were 

accessioned by the Collections Committee in 2025. 

As you can see the Society welcomes various sorts of items, so once again, 

please keep us in mind as you clean out your home or decide to downsize. And 

remember to identify names and locations of everything. Thank you! 

 

The Collections Committee: Vicki Frye, Carol Hooper, Jean Lightfoot, Ginny 

Martin, Scott Metzger, Carol Schapira, Patti Cass Smith, Bob Wilson 

Mary Leadbeater, Chair 
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Quassia Cup used for medicinal purposes; given to Dan by his parents. 

Gift of Dan Dustin 

2025.5 

 

Book, "75 Years of New Hampshire License Plates," by Josiah Fisher, 1980. 

Gift of Nancy Jo Chabot, for the Society's library 

2025.6 

 

Book, "Lost Davisville," by Fernanda Harrington, 2010. 

Collected from Society's museum store 

2025.7 

 

Hopkinton Town Report. "2024 Annual Report of the Town of Hopkinton, 

New Hampshire and Hopkinton School District". 

Collected by Staff 

2025.8 

 

Two platters made by potter, Boyan Moskov of Contoocook. 

Donated to the Society's 2024 2nd-hand Art Sale 

2025.9 

 

Book, "A Kindly Interest: The Men and Women of Concord Hospital and Its 

School of Nursing, 1884-1989, by Jill C. Wilson, 1989. 

Gift of Lynn Clark, who acquired it at Concord Hospital's gift shop for the Society 

2025.10 

 

Book, "Images of America" series for Bradford and Warner. 

Gift of Derk Mitchell, who purchased it at an estate sale in 2024 

2025.11 

 

Two items related to Ora Lee Myers (1863-1927), when he and his family lived 

at what is now 11 Hopkins Green, Hopkinton, 1916-1927: ledger book of farm 

expenses and diary with detailed drawings of the house and garden. The Myers 

family didn't live in Hopkinton long, but are buried in New Hopkinton 

cemetery. 

Gift of Sheila Hanrahan, who inherited these items from the Myers family 

2025.12 
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Painting of Malinda Colby Straw (1807-1852) done by Samuel P. Howes (1806-

1881). Malinda was the daughter of Mary Darling Hildreth and William Colby 

(Sr) of Hopkinton. She was the wife of Dr. Samuel Burbank Straw, of 

Hopkinton and later New York. The painting descended through the family of 

Malinda's brother, William Colby (Jr) of Hopkinton, and his Russ family 

descendants. 

Gift of Dale Barkey, a Russ family descendant 

2025.13 

 

Painting, acrylic on canvas, depicting the old Tyler Bridge, which spans the 

Contoocook River in the Tyler District of Hopkinton. Painted by Craig 

Bohanan, who grew up on the Bohanan Farm, right by the Tyler Bridge. 

Society purchase, from the artist 

2025.14 

 

Chair, from the Horace Chace Masonic Lodge. Original chair was gifted to 

donor's husband, Bob Lawrie. 

Gift of Lynne Lawrie 

2025.15 

 

Hooked rug by Hallie Hall (1908-2001), 1984, with fruit and floral pattern. 

Donor was one of Hallie's students in Hopkinton, NH. 

Gift of Judi McMurray 

2025.16 

 

Book, "Life and Times in Hopkinton, NH," 1890 edition. Inscription, "For Sibley 

Gage Morrill on his birthday from his Mother Oct. 3d, 1916". Tucked in book is 

letter to Sibley from his mother, Mary Agnes Gage Morrill, and two poems 

written by Charles Sibley Gage (brother of Mary Agnes Gage Morrill, uncle of 

Sibley Gage Morrill). 

Transferred from Whipple Free Library (New Boston), to Hopkinton Town Library, to 

Hopkinton Historical Society. 

2025.17 

 

Dog License Tag, Hopkinton, NH, 2024. Belonged to Pooshka, dog of Lynn 

Clark & Ruby Fogg of Contoocook. Starting in 2025, dog licensing no longer 

has an annual dog tag.  

Gift of Lynn Clark & Ruby Fogg 

2025.18 
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Materials recovered from the Emerson Hill Community Club House, after the 

fire. 

Gift of Karen Irwin, who served as secretary of the organization (granddaughter of 

member Vivian Mitchell Martin; niece of the club's president, Marcia Strout) 

2025.19 

 

Book, "Raymond Genealogy," 1886 by Samuel Raymond. 

Gift of Anne Batchelder Hudson, descendant of the Raymonds of Kast Hill and 

summer resident. Given in memory of Mildred Raymond. 

2025.20 

 

Collection of items related to the family of Horace Gair Chase I1, a.k.a. Gair 

(donor's father, who was a descendant of Hon. Horace Chase). Also, items 

related to the Jewett Rd. neighbors of Gair Chase. Includes: photos, ephemera, 

engraved silver utensils, marbles, watch fob, and pottery pitcher. 

Gift of Ellen Chase-Lucard, in memory of her father, Horace Gair Chase II 

2025.21 

 

Collection of photos and ephemera related to the Raymond family of Kast Hill. 

Gift of Anne Batchelder Hudson, descendant of Raymond family 

2025.22 

 

Collection of items from the Jewett Rd. home of Horace Gair Chase Il (1916-

2005), including: framed photos of Richard & Cora Devereaux; 

correspondence; diary; mounted photos including Beech Hill, Chase Pond, 

houses & people; bowling tournament scores; newspaper clippings; memorial 

handbills; playbills. 

Gift of Ellen Chase-Lucard, in memory of her father, Horace Gair Chase Il. 

2025.23 

 

Quilt, made by 4th-grade students and adult-helpers under the direction of 

Gwen Peters McGrath. Gwen was a teacher at Maple Street School, 1971-

1996. 

Gift of Gwen Peters McGrath 

2025.24 

 

Photo of William or George Raymond of Kast Hill, and postcards related to 

the family. 

Gift of Anne Batchelder Hudson, descendant of Raymond family and summer resident 

2025.25 
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Small 12-drawer cabinet, made by William Raymond of Kast Hill; from the 

Raymond homestead there. 

Gift of Anne Batchelder Hudson 

2025.26 

 

Binoculars loaned to the U.S. Navy during WWI by Robert Truman Gould 

(1861-1945). These binoculars had been part of Jesse Gould's (daughter of 

Robert Truman Goud) estate: the estate was inherited by Jesse's friend, Lucille 

Leadbeater. 

Gift of Ruth Leadbeater Pratt 

2025.27 

 

Collection of dresses made by dressmaker Richard Frederick Devereaux, for 

his daughter, Florence Isabelle Devereaux (1870-1933) of Hopkinton, NH. 

Collection also includes dressmaker's notions, and an autograph book of 

Catherine Crosby Perkins Lerned (the Devereaux family lived in the Lerned 

house on Main St. in Hopkinton). 

Gift of Ginny Gent, great-granddaughter of Florence Isabelle Devereaux 

2025.28 

 

Items donated to the Society's 2025 Vintage Yard Sale, that pertains to 

Hopkinton history: 1) Child's book, 2) Wooden box for mustard, 3) Ceramic 

pot made by Ruth Tobey, 4) Items related to the ice skating career of Nancy 

Mitchell Miner, and 5) Green bags for Hopkinton trash collection. 

Collected by Staff 

2025.29 

 

Collection of items related to Owen French (1916-2007), step father of Louise 

Carr. Including his work at Kingsbury & Davis, his service for the Town of 

Hopkinton, and his work at MCT telephone company. Also included is a banner 

and buttons from the Kimball Cabins renovation. 

Gift of Louise Carr 

2025.30 

 

Eight photo enlargements, framed, depicting flooding and damage of 

Contoocook village from the 1936 and1938 disasters. 

Gift of Benjamin Barton, given in memory of Bonita Cressy, who worked for Barton 

Insurance 

2025.31 
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Painting by Catherine Houston Tuttle, still life with view of Houston's 

Contoocook fields in the background. The field supports the Pine Lane Dairy 

Farm, run by three generations of the Houston family. 

Hopkinton Historical Society Purchase, from Two Villages Art Society 

2025.32 

 

Sampler by Elizabeth Bean Eaton (1823-1902) of Hopkinton, done in 1833. Also 

listed is the name of her teacher, Lucy Stone Davis (1810-1883) of Hopkinton.  

Hopkinton Historical Society purchase from a Keene antiques shop, with the help of 

Darlene Bialowski 

2025.33 

 

Items donated for the Second Hand Art Sale: abstract painting by Lucy Mink 

Covello; two watercolor paintings by Mildred Cushing; three flower photos by 

Patty Zimmerman, mounted together. 

Collected by Staff 

2025.34 

 

Printed materials from the Society's Hopkinton Cemetery Walk of 2017 

(Contoocook Village Cemetery), including: 1) Poster, signed by all of the 

participants, 2) Poster, and 3) Handout. 

Collected by Staff 

2025.35 

 

Haselton 42" Ruler, along with reprint photos of Joseph Derry and the 

blacksmith shop with horseshoe pile. 

Gift of Carol Brown Howard 

2025.36 

 

Collection of items related to the family of Margaret Staples Brock of 

Hopkinton. Margaret created Hopkinton's first Girl Scout troop; her daughter, 

Joanne Brock, was a Hopkinton High School athlete.  Donation includes: Girl 

Scout items, Hopkinton High School sports items, original copy "History of 

Concord, NH" with author's note gifting to the Hopkinton library, and a box of 

pins, et al., marked MSB (Margaret Staples Brock). 

Gift of Kim Ford & Kirk Leslie, given in memory of their mother, Joanne E. Brock Leslie 

2025.37 
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Vintage Yard Sale Committee 
 

We are truly excited to mark the tenth anniversary of our Vintage Yard 

Sale on May 16th.  A partial rain out of our sale last May 17th left us just shy of 

$12,000 in proceeds and a fair amount of unsold merchandise.  But the VYS 

team does not accept a second-best performance! Many of us may be on the 

back nine, but we can still play under par! So, we regathered on July 12th for 

second chance Vintage Yard Sale with some exciting new additions.  The 

weather was more cooperative this time, and we netted an additional $5100 in 

proceeds-bringing our 2025 total sales to $17,000 and crushing our previous 

year’s record of $16,000. 

We come into this year’s sale with a tall climb to exceed last year’s sales, 

but also with a growing team of fearless volunteers who are always up for a 

challenge.  We invite you to (please, please) scour your closets, basements, 

sheds, storage units, or wherever you keep your appreciated but underused 

treasures and give them new life through a happy Vintage Yard Sale buyer.  The 

Vintage Yard Sale has become our most important annual fundraiser and is only 

made possible through an army of volunteers who help gather, organize and 

price the vintage treasures that our community so generously donates year 

after year. Our tireless (and occasionally sore) team of volunteers will gladly 

arrange to pick up your items, or they can be dropped off with HHS staff 

during normal business hours. 

I can’t thank our volunteers enough for the time and passion that goes into 

making this event a reality, and we truly thank all our wonderful donors who 

continue to allow us to make this event a success and to find new homes 

where your vintage treasure can be cherished and appreciated for years to 

come. 

We hope you can join us for this truly fun and friendly community event.  

We look forward to breaking new sales records this year, and to sunny and 

mild weather on May 16, 2026.  Thanks again to our members and our great 

Hopkinton Historical Society community for your past contributions and 

continued support! 

 

With Eternal Gratitude, 

Scott Metzger 

Vintage Yard Sale Committee Chair 
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Program Committee 
 

The Hopkinton Historical Society’s Program Committee’s purpose is to align 

programming activity with the goals of the Hopkinton Historical Society to help 

achieve the long-term and annual financial, membership, and Board of Trustees 

objectives.   

 

• The objectives for this dynamic and energetic group includes: 

• Identify long-term and annual, specific, and purposeful programs –  

o leverage the Idea Bank as a resource to align with long-term 

and annual strategies of the Hopkinton Historical Society; 

o define plans for execution; 

o solicit HHS membership to be actively engaged in 

implementing programs; 

o measure success. 

• Engage committee participation from members of the Board of 

Trustees and membership of the Hopkinton Historical Society. 

• Solicit sponsorships to assist in program funding. 

• Collaborate with the outstanding HHS staff for program alignment 

with the mission of the Hopkinton Historical Society. 
 

In 2025, the Program Committee organized several successful programs tied to 

the 2025 exhibit.  The programs included a Humanities Council program with 

Dr. Maria Sanders on her book, “The Quest for Happiness”; a nature walk 

around Kimball Lake with naturalist Linden Rayton; Community Storytelling 

with old and new townsfolk; a “Night at the Museum” with a story read by Joan 

Follansbee and a show and tell of objects in the Society’s collection; and a book 

discussion group moderated by Digit Taylor of The Serviceberry by Robin Wall 

Kimmerer. 

We hope to see you in the upcoming year at the many informative and fun 

programs held at the Hopkinton Historical Society! 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Program Committee 

Katie Dillon, Linda Dunning, Emily Gula, Lissa Jones, and Scott Metzger 

Roxanne Benzel, chair 
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List of Members 
as of April 9, 2026 

Life Members indicated with an asterisk 

 
Susan & Richard Arms, Jr.* 

Dale Barkey 

Kathy Barnes & Phil Wallingford 

Elissa Barr & David Salzberg 

Kathleen Belko* 

Thomas & Roxanne Benzel* 

Gregory & Dawn Berry 

Thomas J. & Karen F. Berry* 

Glenn Bohanan 

Kathleen Boyer* 

Jane Bradstreet 

Christopher & Deborah Brantley 

Fred & Rebecca Briccetti 

Elizabeth & Rick Brockman 

Ernie & Nancy Bullard 

Emilie & Tom Burack 

John & Renee Carey 

Robert & Carol Carpenter 

Byron & Louise Carr 

Neal Cass 

Nancy Jo Chabot & Parker Potter* 

William D. Chapin, Sr.* 

The Chapin Family 

Ellen Chase-Lucard* 

Ruth Chevion 

Lisa & Gerry Clancy 

Lynn Clark & Ruby Fogg 

Anthony & Marilyn Clough 

Mary Congoran 

Lester M. Cressy 

Bernice Dangelas 

Rob & Juliana Dapice 

Richard & Kristin Desmarais 

Janet & George DeVito, Jr. 

Kathy & Jeff Donohoe 

Sarah Dorste* 

David Dufault* 

Allita Dunn* 

Craig & Linda Dunning 

Lynn Durand & Jane Sullivan-Durand 

Dan & Missy Dustin 

Natalie Duval & Charles Spalding 

Rich Eichhorn & Beth Sargent 

Gail Ellsworth* 

Nancy Emery & Eric Schlepphorst 

Ron Emery* 

Edward H. Fairfield* 

David & Lori Feller 

Nancy Fellows 

Nadine Ferrero 

Margaret Douglas Frank & Peter 

Yunich* 

James & Judith Fredyma 

Jack & Ginny Friberg* 

Kenneth Gasser Family 

Barbara Hamilton Gibson 

Deirdre Gilroy 

Cynthia Grant Tykot 

Irvin D. Gordon & Suzanne Savage 

Ian M. Grant* 

Rachel Hampe 

Laurie Haney Rosen 

Pamela C. & Lindley H. Hall* 

Christine Hamm* 

Hardenbergh Family 

Karen Harris* 

Richard & Shirley Hesse 

Lucy Hodder & Rob Thompson 

Carol Hooper & Roland DuBois 

Christine & Garrett Hoyt 

Paul & Mary Inguanti 

Irish Electric 

Betsey Janeway 

Deborah & Bill Jasak 

Douglas & Martha Johnson* 

William & Melissa Jones 

Cleveland Kapala & Lucia P. Kittredge 

Anya, Josh & Piper Kattef* 

Carolyn Keilig 

Gayle Kimball & Paul Silberman 
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Lynda A. Kimball* 

Margaret C. Kimball* 

Robert & Audrey Knight 

Ron & Corrine Lajoie 

Sienna Larson 

Christopher J. & Susan B. Lawless 

Steve & Alexandra Lawrence 

Jim & Brenda Lewis  

Jean Lightfoot 

Diana, Peter, & Emily Lighthall 

Peter & Barbara Lincoln 

Shelley Lochhead 

Gov. John and Dr. Susan Lynch* 

Katherine Manville* 

Lisa Maria-Booth* 

Paul & Marie Martell 

Dorothy & Michael Martin 

Suzanne Martin 

Kyle & Jeannie Masters 

John and Anne McCausland 

Timothy & Marcia McCormack 

Jack & Debby McDevitt 

Gregory & Jennifer Melkonian 

Scott & Lisa Metzger 

Metzger/McGuire 

Derk & Heather Mitchell 

Rebecca Mitchell* 

Dan, Laura & Brian Morgan 

Laurie Morrissey 

Peter Mosseau 

James & Jennifer Mullins 

Beth Moore & Rick Murphy 

Dean M. Owens* 

William & Lee Palizzolo 

George Pawlush 

Melinda Payson* 

Deborah & Gregory Peters 

Marcus & Jo-Ann Peterson 

Kathryn Pilch 

Nancy A. Pilch 

Shirley D. Quinn 

Cheri Roberts 

Ricardo Rodriguez & Rick Trombly 

Steven Rothenberg 

Stephen & Elaine Marie Rust 

Pamela Sanderson 

Paul & Beverley Sanborn 

Carol & Jeff Schapira 

Lyn Schollett & Cynthia Tubbs 

Jayne Schoch 

Steve Shurtleff 

Mitch Simon & Susan Covert 

Jim & Iris Sindelar 

Susan Sloan & Arthur Clarke* 

Scott Smith & Patti Cass Smith 

P. Andrew Spahr & Donna Dunlop 

Kurt & Elaine Swenson* 

Richard Sylla 

Gloria D. Symonds 

Dijit Taylor 

Gregory & Kathryn Thesing* 

Stephen D. & Sue A. Thomas 

Kenneth Traum & Catherine Heath 

Beverly Trench 

Mike & Kate Trojano 

Barbara & David Unger 

Bob & Lauren Vallari 

Michael & Janet Ward 

Elaine & John Warren 

Pamela Weitzel & James Zeppieri 

Laura White & Ted Roche* 

Lee & Betsy Wilder 

Ken & Mary Wilkens 

Amy Williams* 

Bob Wilson* 

Kathy Yackanin 

Susie J. & Gary L. York* 

June Young 

Carol A.E. Zablocki 
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Passings 
 

Below is a list of friends and members of Hopkinton Historical Society 

who passed away in 2025, compiled in part from the Hopkinton, NH, 

2025 Town Report.  They will be missed. 

 

 

Charles Crathern 

Randell Craig 

Chuck Dibble 

Judy Dibble 

Carol Duston 

Janet Hertzberg 

Debbie Monroe 

Wayne Patenaude 

Ruth Ricker 

Virginia Roberts 

Cynthia Salsbury 

Andris Serzans 

David Young
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Peonies, White and Red 

Oil on canvas by Catherine Tuttle 

Hopkinton Historical Society purchase 

HHS 2025.32 

 

 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

We are on the land which has long served as a site of meeting and 

exchange among indigenous peoples for thousands of years and is the 

home of the Western Abenaki People. We honor, recognize and respect 

these peoples, especially the Abenaki, as the traditional stewards of the 

lands and waters on which we gather today. In that spirit, today we will 

begin by acknowledging that we are guests in this land. We need to 

respect and help protect the lands within our use. 
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