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Statement of Purpose 
The purpose of the New Hampshire Antiquarian Society [doing business as Hopkinton 

Historical Society], a not-for-profit organization, is to investigate, collect, preserve, and 

communicate whatever may relate to the history of the Town of Hopkinton and its 

people.  To fulfill this purpose, the Society shall collect, maintain, interpret, and make 

available to the public such books, papers, artifacts, and related materials as may 

serve to document or illuminate the town’s history.  In addition, the Society recognizes 

a responsibility to promote and disseminate the study and understanding of 

Hopkinton and New Hampshire history through scholarly inquiry, exhibitions, 

programs, and publications.   HHS Bylaws 

 

Board of Trustees 
 

President 

Craig Dunning 

Vice President 

Michael Rollo 

Secretary 

Sienna Larson 

Treasurer 

Roxanne Benzel 

Past President 

Jim Fredyma 
 

William Dunlap 

Scott Metzger 

Carol Schapira 

Robert Vallari 
 

Honorary Trustees 

Carol Duston 

Mary Leadbeater 

Allita Paine 

Kathryn Thesing 

Robert Wilson 
 

Executive Director 

Heather Mitchell 

Administrator & Curator 

Nancy Jo Chabot 

Collections Specialist & Researcher 

Elissa Barr 



 
 

2024 Annual Meeting Agenda 
April 13, 2025 • 1 pm 

 

I. Welcome and Land Acknowledgement 

 

II. Distribution of the 2024 Annual Report  

 

III. President’s Remarks      3 

 

IV. Executive Director’s Remarks      5 

 

V. Old Business 

a. Secretary’s Report     19 

b. Collections Committee Report   10  

c. Vintage Yard Sale Committee Report   17 

d. Program Committee Report    18 

 

VI. New Business  

a. Election of the Slate of Officers 

Craig Dunning President 

Michael Rollo Vice President 

Sienna Larson Secretary 

Jim Fredyma Past President 

Katie Dillon Trustee 

William Dunlap Trustee 

Scott Metzger Trustee and Vintage Yard Sale 

 Committee Chair 

Carol Schapira Trustee 

Robert Vallari Trustee 

 

Roxanne Benzel Honorary Trustee 

 and Program Committee Chair 

Carol Duston Honorary Trustee 

Mary Leadbeater Honorary Trustee  

and Collections Committee Chair 

Allita Paine Honorary Trustee 

Kathy Thesing Honorary Trustee 

Dr. Robert Wilson Honorary Trustee 

 

b. Changes to By-laws     21 



 
 

 

VII. Special Recognition 
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Dedication 
  

It is with honor that we proudly dedicate the Hopkinton Historical Society’s 

2024 Annual Report to three people who have done so much for the Society:  

Roxanne Benzel, who is stepping down from the board following more than 15 

years of illustrious service; Bruce Salsbury (1938-2024), who served on the 

board for many years; and Bruce’s wife, Cindy Salsbury (1938-2025), who along 

with Bruce enthusiastically supported the Society with their time and talents. 

 

Although we will try to list the many roles Roxanne has filled at the Society, it 

might be quicker to list the ones she did not!  She has served as Secretary, Vice 

President, President, and Treasurer.  She has chaired or co-chaired several our 

projects including the Home Tour, the 250th Anniversary Quilt Project, and 

several fundraising campaigns. She is always the first to offer to help -- whether 

it is during one of our cleaning days, facilitating one of our long-term planning 

meetings, or acting as cashier at our annual Vintage Yard Sale.  And of course, 

Roxanne is a familiar face at our Cemetery Walks, having performed in eight of 

the nine productions. 

 

Fortunately for us, Roxanne is going to remain Chairman of the Program 

Committee.  Roxanne encouraged the Society to establish the committee two 

years ago after recognizing the need for a committee to help raise awareness of 

the Society in town and to achieve the long term and annual financial, 

membership, and Board of Trustees objectives.   

 

Roxanne will be missed by the 

Board of Trustees for her active 

participation and thoughtful 

remarks.  However, she told us 

she “remains committed to the 

mission of the Hopkinton 

Historical Society and looks 

forward to supporting its work 

in new ways.”  We look forward 

to continuing to work with 

Roxanne, and wish Roxanne and 

her husband Tom all the best in 

their new home in Lebanon, 

New Hampshire! 
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Bruce and Cindy Salsbury were 

longtime residents of Hopkinton who 

did so much for the Hopkinton 

Historical Society.  Bruce served on the 

Board of Trustees for many years, 

offering his expertise in computers, 

among other areas.  A talented 

photographer, Bruce also acted as the 

Society’s unofficial photographer, and 

we are fortunate to have several of his 

photos in our collection.  In addition, 

Bruce was an active member of the 

Hopkinton Rotary Club.  One of his 

projects was putting together a fundraising calendar featuring contemporary 

artwork by local artists based on photographs from the Society’s collection.  It 

was just like Bruce to find a way to combine his interests in history and civic 

involvement! 

 

After Bruce’s health declined and he was unable to drive, Cindy stepped right 

up to take care of him.  He would often accompany her on car trips and we’d 

have a chance to visit with both of them when they stopped by.  Even when 

Bruce found it increasingly difficult to communicate in words, his enormous 

smile let you know he was happy to see you.  And Cindy, as a proud 

grandmother, was always happy to update us on the accomplishments of her 

grandchildren. 

 

Both Bruce and Cindy were generous 

supporters of the Society over the years.  

Every December, Cindy would stop by with 

a check for our Annual Appeal, preferring to 

drop it off in person rather than send it 

through the mail.  They also donated many 

wonderful items to the Vintage Yard Sale.   

 

We will miss our visits with Bruce and 

Cindy.  We will especially miss Bruce’s 

bright smile and Cindy’s family updates. 
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President’s Report 
 

Greetings: 

 

The Society has enjoyed another successful year under the combined 

leadership of our Executive Director, Heather Mitchell, and your Board of 

Trustees.  

 

This past year has seen the production of another of our popular and 

informative cemetery walk in the Davisville Cemetery which contains the 

remains of many individuals with interesting stories who have deep roots in the 

Hopkinton community. The annual Yard sale held in May was a massive success 

with revenue in excess of $16,000!! Thanks to Scott Metzger for his unfailing 

leadership and to all the volunteers who make this event such a success. We 

followed up with an unbelievably successful Second Hand Art sale, netting over 

$7,000!! Once again, a massive effort by a dedicated group of volunteers made 

this possible. Our Annual Appeal has so far raised over $21,650 in 

contributions, and our membership numbers remain strong, growing year over 

year providing us with an ever increasing pool of people to lend a hand in our 

programs and events. 

 

This year’s exhibit at the Society is titled “Thank You, Hopkinton!  Celebrating 

a Tradition of Care and Kindness” which is being guest-curated by one of our 

own board members, Sienna Larson. This exhibit is an effort to bring more 

recent history and events into our programming to draw new and perhaps 

younger folks into the fold. Over 50 stories have been submitted to date so it 

looks like we’re on track for a successful exhibit. 

 

Sadly, we have lost a couple of long time dedicated and generous members, 

Bruce and Cindy Salsbury, to whom we dedicate this year’s Annual Report. 

Prior to his long-term illness, Bruce was an active and able supporter 

contributing his time and photography skills over the years.  Both Bruce and 

Cindy will be missed. 

 

The Board is losing one of its most knowledgeable and long-serving members. 

Roxanne Benzel is stepping down from her duties this year after more than 15 

years of service on the board in multiple capacities; thank you Roxanne. 

 

I think I can say with confidence that the Society is in good hands, a strong and 

steady financial position and is working successfully to continue to be relevant 
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in our programing and welcoming and helpful to any who seek our resources 

and help. 

 

I certainly want to thank all those who have helped make this past year such a 

success, our staff, Heather, Nancy Jo and Elissa, all of our Board members and 

especially our volunteers----Thank You. 

 

Best Regards, 

Craig Dunning, President 

Hopkinton Historical Society 
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Executive Director’s Report 
 

Last year was another full year for the Society, including both old and new 

activities.  Below is a quick summary of some of our activities, followed by this 

year’s upcoming events. 

 

Abenaki Seeds Project: The Society participated again in the Abenaki Seeds 

Project, through which local growers can help ensure food security for the 

Abenaki people by growing heritage seeds.  Food growers donated their 

produce to the Abenaki Food Shelf and the Hopkinton Food Pantry.  The 

Society updated a growing guide for the heritage seeds with recipes for people 

to try at home. 

 

2024 Exhibit:  Last year’s exhibit focused on Davisville, the sliver of land 

between Warner and Hopkinton along the Warner River.  This little corner, 

which appears so quiet today, has a rich history filled with Abenaki people, mills 

taking advantage of the river flow, and many connections to neighboring 

Hopkinton. 

 

Frederick Douglass Speech Reading:  For the past several years, the 

Society has participated in the Black Heritage Trail of NH’s statewide reading 

of Frederick Douglass’s speech, “What to the slave is your Fourth of July?”  All 

attendees read a portion of the speech, if they would like.  It is a meaningful 

time to read and hear the speech and to reflect upon its meaning. 

 

Cemetery Walk:  Perhaps the most exciting program of last year was our 

ninth Cemetery Walk at the Davisville Cemetery, which took place in October. 

Researchers and writers Lynn Clark and Beth Spaulding did an outstanding job 

uncovering stories about its residents.   

 

In 2025, we are continuing with many of the projects and programs from 2024, 

including the Abenaki Seeds Project (now in its fourth year) and the Frederick 

Douglass Speech Reading.  Additional activities will include:  

 

Traveling Exhibit:  Originally an exhibit at the Society in 2020, we were 

asked to transform it into a traveling exhibit to go to schools, historical 

societies, and libraries.  With a grant from the N.H. State Council on the Arts 

and a wonderful intern, we created “Abenaki Trails,” which was exhibited in 
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2023 at the Monadnock Center for History & Culture in Peterborough, N.H.  

It also traveled to Maple Street School and Hopkinton Middle/High School, and 

included programs with Abenaki artists.  The Society has received an additional 

grant from the Arts Council to bring the exhibit and Abenaki artists to Maple 

Street School and Beech Hill School in 2025. 

 

2025 Exhibit:  Hopkinton Historical Society Board of Trustees member 

Sienna Larson is the guest curator for our 2025 exhibit.  Titled “Thank You 

Hopkinton! Celebrating a Tradition of Care and Kindness,” the exhibit will 

recognize and honor the many ways citizens of Hopkinton have supported and 

cared for its families, friends, and neighbors throughout the years.  The stories 

that have been submitted so far are wonderful, ranging from funny to 

heartwarming.  You won’t want to miss it!  We will also have programs for 

adults, families, and children to go along with the exhibit.   

 

In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude to the Board of Trustees, 

my co-workers, and our many volunteers.  The Society could not function 

without them, and I am thankful for the time and talents they bring to the 

Society.  

 

Thank you, 

Heather Mitchell 

Executive Director 
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Volunteer of the Year 
 

Hopkinton Historical Society is fortunate is so many ways.  Its collections are 

varied and interesting, its members and volunteers are among the best, and its 

home is one of the first purpose-built museums built for a historical society in 

the United States.  However, one additional distinction you may not be aware 

of is that we believe Hopkinton Historical Society has the only volunteer clock 

winder at an historical society in the state of New Hampshire!  This special 

volunteer is none other than Bob Wilson, Honorary Trustee and long-time 

member of the Society. 

 

Every week, without fail, Bob comes by to wind the clocks.  Five of the clocks 

are in the Hopkinton Room on the first floor of the Society, and two are in the 

main gallery on the second floor.  It is very calming to hear them all ticking a 

slightly different and not quite synchronized pattern, and quite a treat to hear 

them all strike the hour.  

 

Bob has his own extensive collection of clocks, and has been instrumental in 

the Society acquiring several of its impressive tall clocks by Hopkinton clock 

makers.  We are thankful for his expertise and his willingness to help out when 

we need to move one of the clocks or have 

a clock-related question. 

 

Next time you are at the Society, take a 

moment to look at and to listen to the tall 

clocks.  It is a reminder that we rely on 

many volunteers to keep the Society 

running, and we are so grateful that one of 

those volunteers is Bob Wilson. 
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Salute to Volunteers 
 

In 2024, more than 60 individuals volunteered their time at the Society.  These 

volunteers did everything from cataloging, conducting research for the 

Cemetery Walk, to helping with yard work.  With their efforts, the Society is 

able to create new exhibits, hold interesting programs, and maintain the 

historic Long Memorial Building.  Equally important, our volunteers help 

connect the Society to our town of Hopkinton and help fulfill the Society’s 

mission to preserve and share Hopkinton’s history.  Listed below are the 2024 

activities and the people who so generously volunteered their time.  Although 

we have tried to be thorough, any omissions are an oversight on our part and 

we apologize.   

 

Audio/Visual:  Bob LaPree  

 

Board of Trustees:  Roxanne Benzel, William Dunlap, Craig Dunning, Jim 

Fredyma, Sienna Larson, Scott Metzger, Mike Rollo, and Carol Schapira.  

Honorary Trustees: Carol Duston, Mary Leadbeater, Allita Paine, Kathy 

Thesing, and Bob Wilson 

 

Cataloging:  Claire Chimienti (Bishop Brady High School), Maddie Ceriello 

(Hopkinton High School), and Ginny Martin 

 

Cemetery Walk:  Tyler Baroody, Elissa Barr, Roxanne Benzel, Jean Buck, 

Neal Cass, Nancy Jo Chabot, Bill Chapin, Lynn Clark, Rebecca Courser, 

Meredith Davis Nightingale, Jeff Dearborn, Joanne DeBold, Katie Dillon, Dan 

Dustin, Ko Dustin, Missy Dustin, Nadine Ferraro, Carrie Flaherty, Sherry 

Gould, Lissa Jones, Susan Lawless, Mary Leadbeater, Mike Metcalf, Scott 

Metzger, Derk Mitchell, Pete Mosseau, Tobey Nickerson, Caleb Parsons, Renee 

Rouse, Ben Russell, Jeff Schapira, Larry Shaltis, Steve Shurtleff, Scott Smith, Beth 

Spaulding, James Van Dongen, John Warren, and Amy Weston 

 

Clock Winder:  Bob Wilson 

 

Collections Committee:  Vicki Frye, Carol Hooper, Mary Leadbeater, Jean 

Lightfoot, Ginny Martin, Scott Metzger, Carol Schapira, Patti Cass Smith and 

Bob Wilson 

 

Handyman:  Craig Dunning 
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Organizing Family Files:  Katherine Ludwig 

 

Organizing Obituaries:  Patti Cass Smith and Ruth Pratt 

 

Program Committee:  Roxanne Benzel, Katie Dillon, Linda Dunning, Emily 

Gula, Lissa Jones, and Scott Metzger 

 

Vintage Yard Sale:  Elissa Barr, Roxanne Benzel, Patty Cass Smith, Nancy Jo 

Chabot, Katie Dillon, Craig Dunning, Linda Dunning, James Fredyma, Holli 

Hadley, Carol Hooper, Sienna Larson, Mary Leadbeater, Jean Lightfoot, Dulcie 

Lipoma, Scott Metzger, Heather Mitchell, Deb Norris, Allita Paine, Mike Rollo, 

Carol Schapira, Kathy Thesing, Bob Vallari, and Bob Wilson 

 

Yardwork:  Kathy Thesing 

 

If you are interested in volunteering, the Society would love to hear from you.  

No experience is necessary, the hours are flexible, and you get to choose 

which of our projects you would like to work on.  On-going projects include 

exhibit research, genealogy research, filing, photography, and photograph 

sorting.  Give us a call at 603-746-3825 or send us an email at 

administrator@hopkintonhistory.org if you are interested. 
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Collections Committee 
 

The Collections Committee has been hard at work. As always we’ve had 

many great additions to the collection including files from the Dunning Home 

Group of homes they built in Hopkinton and surrounding towns, art and items 

gleaned from donations to our two sales, a scrapbook of the Hopkinton Rescue 

Squad, and a phonograph album of a Christmas concert of the combined junior 

choirs of St. Andrews and the First Congregational churches in Hopkinton 

village from the 1960s. We've been fortunate this year to have two high school 

student interns who are interested in history - Claire Chimienti and Maddie 

Ceriello - to help with cataloging these items as they are accepted. A complete 

list follows this report. 

One exciting project this year was the conservation and repair to some of 

our clock collection. We have a wonderful collection of clocks, several of 

which received needed TLC from Steve Sanborn who has cared for our clocks 

for many years. He repaired the works of four clocks and Gary Yeaton 

repaired the case of the Leadbeater clock. Now, thanks to the diligent 

attention and winding of them by Bob Wilson, if you happen to be inside the 

building at the top of the hour you will be treated to the chimes of several of 

them. 

As in many museums, most of our accessioned items are not on display 

except for when they are part of a special or seasonal exhibit. The exception to 

this is our permanent display in the Hopkinton Room on the first floor our 

building. Most of the clocks are in this room, and in addition there are several 

interesting pieces of furniture made by or attributed to David Young, who also 

made several of the cases of the tall clocks. In contrast to these is a fancier 

chest of drawers from a Hopkinton home from the same time era.  Also a 

double bass that was used in the Hopkinton Congregational Church from the 

1820s to the 1850s; portraits of prominent members of town; a globe used in 

the Hopkinton Academy in the 1800s; a display of tools and equipment from 

Kingsbury and Davis Machine Company, a local business that was in town at 

various locations for many years; and examples of the work of Edmund 

Currier, Silversmith and Clockmaker. Detailed descriptions and histories are 

posted near all of these, so feel free to come visit this exhibit whenever the 

Society is open. 

 

The Collections Committee 

Vicki Frye, Carol Hooper, Jean Lightfoot, Ginny Martin, Scott Metzger, Carol 

Schapira, Patti Cass Smith, Bob Wilson 

Mary Leadbeater, Chair 
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2024.05 Two World War I1 Posters, 1944:1) "Careless Talk Got There 

First", and 2) "Have you really tried to save gas by getting into a 

car club?" 

 Gift of Benjamin Harris, in memory of John F. Mitchell 

 

2024.06 Framed resolution honoring Frank M. Kimball, from Contoocook 

Grange #216. 

Gift of Robert Kimball (of Norton, Mass.), in memory of Frank M. 

Kimball (no relation) 

 

2024.07 Collection of photographs of Contoocook, 1975-1978. Some are 

of the 43 Maple St. home of Helen & Edward Leslie Byrnes (who 

were antique collectors), and others are of Fountain Square. 

Nine photos total. 

Gift of Robert L. Williams 

 

2024.08 Framed poster, "Savory Herbs,' from The Fragrance Shop, 

College Hill Rd., Hopkinton, NH. 

Gift of Donna Plante 

 

2024.09 Christmas Plaque, by Margaret Emery. 

Gift of the estates of Jessie Gould & Lucille Leadbeater, via Mary 

Leadbeater 

 

2024.10 Pin button, Hopkinton Fair, October 5, 1915 - first day of the 

first fair. 

Gift of Derk Mitchell 

 

2024.11  Two Hopkinton items: 1) 1964 phonograph album, "Christmas 

Concert by Hopkinton Junior Choirs of St. Andrew's Episcopal 

and First Congregational Churches" (names of participants on 

back of album), and 2) T-shirt for the 2008 conservation 

fundraiser for Bohanan Farm. 

Gift of Mary Leadbeater 

 

2024.12 Items related to the Jewett Rd. home of Gair Chase, including: 

Old Home Day Programs; Chase family correspondence and 

household items; ephemera related to their Jewett Rd. 

neighbors, including Flora Campbell. 

Gift of Ellen Chase-Lucard (daughter of Gair Chase) 

 



12 

 

 

2024.13 Sign, "Please Wear a Mask" (regarding Covid), found at the 

Hopkinton-Webster Transfer Station. 

Gift of Michael Rollo 

 

2024.14 Tote bag, with imprint for "Colonial Village" and "Contoocook 

Creamery". 

Gift of Heather Mitchell 

 

2024.15 Items selected from the Vintage Yard Sale: 1) Record carrier that 

belonged to Nancy Mitchell Miner, for ice skating routines 

(donated by Cheryl Callahan, from the Jewett Rd. house of 

Nancy & Norm Miner); and 2) butter churn (donated by Don 

Shumway; belonged to Don's mother). 

Collected by Staff 

 

2024.16 Family records related to the family of Hannah Paige Colby & 

Oliver Wellman Crowell, both of Hopkinton, NH. Collection 

includes photographs, bible, family records, et al. Collection 

created by donor's grandmother Mira, and Mira's sister. 

Gift of Margaret Garland, in memory of Mira Wellman Crowell 

Garland 

 

2024.17 Crosscut saw, early 20th century. Used on the Dustin farm in 

Hopkinton. Passed along to donor by his father, Dr. Eben H. 

Dustin. 

Gift of David A. Dustin 

 

2024.18 Two ledger books from the O.P. Berry Tool Handle Co., 

Contoocook, N.H., 1880s & 1890s. 

Transfer from the Wolfeboro Historical Society 

 

2024.19 Gold Star Mother's Dress, with hat and tile. These belonged to 

Blanche Finney. 

Gift of Diane Myler 

 

2024.20 Town Report, "Hopkinton, NH Annual Report 2023," for town 

meeting of March, 2024. 

Collected by Staff 

 

 



13 

 

 

2024.21 Set of B/W photos & negatives which belonged to John Mitchell. 

Mostly of Contoocook railroad bridge when it became dislodged 

after flood; one of fire pumper, with text "pumper used at 

Greene fire". 

Gift of Norman Miner 

 

2024.22 Three items with Hopkinton history: 

1) Wheelbarrow, from the South Rd. house of Mary Adair 

Alden, given in her memory; 

2) Lampshade - Made by Mrs. Lomas and her daughter, of South 

Rd. They made lampshades by applique of antique prints, e.g. 

botanicals, onto the lampshade, made to order. Mary Mitchell 

(donor's mother) sent a sample of upholstery fabric to Mrs. 

Lomas, and Mrs. Lomas made this lampshade to go with the 

fabric; 

3) Pail & miniature tools --When donor was young, Old Home 

Days celebrations were held on the lawn of the Antiquarian 

Society, including children's games. Donor remembers that 

Rachael Johnson pulled items off of the museum shelf to give as 

prizes for these games. These items were some of those prizes. 

Gift of Rebecca Mitchell 

 

2024.23 WW I1 US Army uniform jacket and cap, which belonged to 

Shep Wilder (1909-1992), who was stationed in England, 1944-

1946. He was a Pvt MD (T-5), and worked at the 306 US Army 

Station Hospital and PX. After returning home in 1946, Shep and 

family moved to Hopkinton Rd., across from Upper Straw Rd. 

Gift of Leland Wilder, in memory of his father, Shepard Jean Wilder 

 

2024.24 Two grooved stones, believed to the fishnet weights. Found by 

the Contoocook River in West Hopkinton by Brian Blanchard. 

Brian showed Nancy Jo Chabot where they were and 

hypothesized that a fishing net crossing the Contoocook River 

may have been close to this spot (large rocks on both sides of 

the river with signs of grooves/peck marks). 

Collected by Staff 
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2024.25 Items from the Jewett Rd. home of Horace Gair Chase I1, given 

by his daughter, which help present a history of the Chase family 

of Hopkinton & Chicago. Including: framed photos of Horace 

Gair Chase I and wife Ellen Marian Sherwin Chase; 1969 NH 

License Plate GAIR"; various Concord Monitor newspaper clippings 

of local Hopkinton residents; memorial programs; et al.  

Gift of Ellen Chase-Lucard, given in memory of Horace Gair Chase I 

and Evelyn H. Chase 

 

2024.26 Booklet, "Who was Harold M. Martin," 2006, written by his 

daughter, Marcia Martin Strout. 

Collected by Staff 

 

2024.27 Items donated to the 2024 Vintage Yard Sale:  

1) Tasha Tudor paper doll print, framed, hand-signed and dated 

T. Tudor, 1995 

2) Hopkinton Cub Scout uniform, donated by Mike Story; 

3) hooked hanging made by Hallie Hall (1908-2001) of 

Contoocook, "Nancy Miner" written on reverse; 

4) Ticket to Hopkinton High School's presentation of Once 

Upon a Mattress, 2019; 

5) Booklet, "Merrimack County Bicentennial Annual Report 

1976," includes images of Sheriff Dana Daniels of Hopkinton; 

6) Wabanaki ash & sweetgrass basket. Had been the sewing 

basket of Dorothy Lightfoot of Hopkinton. 

Collected by Staff 

 

2024.28 Hopkinton items: Sand Bank Farm milk bottles; Hopkinton High 

School Yearbook, 1966; Hopkinton postcards and photographs; 

Envelope with Hopkinton cache; Mt. Kearsarge Axe Contoocook 

label; 1849 Document, about Contoocook Valley RR in 

Hopkinton right-of-way notification; Photo album including 

vacation photos of Elmhurst Farm, Contoocook; Contoocook 

IOOF Booklet. 

Gift of Scott Metzger 

 

2024.29 Scrapbook binder of the Hopkinton Rescue Squad. Includes 

records 1968-1992, descriptions of incidents, photos, and 

clippings. 

Gift of Jayne Schoch 
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2024.30 Recordings of Kurt & Grace Graff's ballet, "The Singing Earth". 

One of the dancers was the aunt of the donor, Ethel Sarasohn 

(1913-1995). 

Gift of Linda Sarasohn Kingdon 

 

2024.31 Collection of papers related to The Dunning Home Group, 

construction business which served Hopkinton and the local 

region. 

Gift of Craig Dunning 

 

2024.32 Grooved stones from along Contoocook River, West 

Hopkinton, believed related to Abenaki fishing activity. 

Collected by staff, with assistance from Brian Blanchard 

 

2024.33 Memorial program for Jill C. Wilson (1937-2024), dear friend of 

the Hopkinton Historical Society, and wife of HHS Board 

member, Dr. Robert O. Wilson. 

Collected by Staff 

 

2024.34 1890 Tax Valuation Assessment Ledger of W. F. Dodge, 

Hopkinton, NH. 

Transfer from Henniker Historical Society 

 

2024.35 Hopkinton High School yearbook, 2005. From the home of 

Annette Ingham Martellini; yearbook includes Annette's son, 

Stephen Ingham (1962-2005), who worked at the school. 

Gift of Holly Gagne, neighbor of Mrs. Martellini 

 

2024.36 Broadside, 1920 NH & US Senate elections. This was a gift to 

Jean Lightfoot from her mother, Dorothy Baldwin Lightfoot. 

Gift of Jean Lightfoot, in memory of Dorothy Baldwin Lightfoot 

 

2024.37 Wooden Sign, "Wm. Restieaux Draper & Tailor", and poster, 

Hopkinton "Social Levee!" 1863. 

Gift of David & Karen Simmering 

 

2024.38 Box of Hopkinton ephemera, collected by Dave & Karen 

Simmering, and given to Sue Mitchell. 

Gift of Sue Mitchell 
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2024.39 Items donated to the 2024 Second-Hand Art Sale:  

1) White Mountains photo by Bruce Salsbury, "A Cairn Points 

the Way", framed (donated by Cindy Salsbury); 

2) Hopkinton photograph by Patty Zimmerman, "Across the 

Street", framed; 

3) Giclee print of a painting by Ruth Chevion, depicting interior 

of her South Rd. house, "Spring is Here" mounted on foam 

board; 

4) watercolor painting, "Contoocook Village," by Ellen Davis 

(donated by Jane Bradstreet). 

Collected by Staff 

 

2024.40 1928 daily diary of Esther Buswell Sanborn of 1221 Briar Hill Rd. 

Esther was the caregiver for the Loveren family. Diary given to 

donor by his grandmother, Mary Moran Shurtleff, who was friend 

of Esther Sanborn. 

Gift of Steve Shurtleff 

 

2024.41 Booklet, "the Seventh Annual Hopkinton Antique show and 

Sale," 1976. 

Transfer from the North Reading Historical & Antiquarian Society, 

found in their archives 

 

2024.42 Cyanotype photo album, including Hopkinton places and families. 

Gift of Gary Yeaton 

 

2024.43 Box of ledgers and books related to Hopkinton. Including: 1918 

Tax Valuation book of Harold Render; notes from Rachael 

Johnson regarding genealogy of Hopkinton families; items related 

to activities and performances in town. Box given by Nancy 

Miner to Elaine Loft. 

Gift of Elaine Loft 

 

2024.44 Collection of items from 1989 Hopkinton High School class trip 

to the Soviet Union; donor was one of the student participants. 

Items include: photo album; file of papers related to the trip; two 

ceramic gifts from the host family; a souvenir paperweight 

(Moscow University) that Erin brought back for her father; a 

trivet (tile) depicting St. Basils, which Erin bought as a souvenir; 

and a Perestroika pin. 

Gift of Erin McDonough 
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Vintage Yard Sale Committee 
 

This will mark the ninth year since we began holding our Vintage Yard Sale.  

We come into this year’s sale with great momentum after shattering previous 

sales records in 2024 with nearly $16,000 in proceeds from last year’s sale!  

The Vintage Yard Sale has become our most important annual fundraiser and is 

only made possible through an army of volunteers who help gather, organize 

and price the vintage treasures that our community has so generously donated 

year after year. 

Because of the recognition our sale has received in the community, 

donations have been coming in throughout the year instead of just the month 

before the sale. We start this year’s sale with a healthy inventory of items 

donated since last year’s sale.  But we always need more!  We kindly encourage 

all of you to search your attics, garages, basements, closets and other hidey 

holes for treasures you may have kept just a bit longer than needed that might 

bring joy to a new owner.  No donation is too large (well, maybe, our 

volunteers are mostly not spring chickens!) or too small, and our dedicated 

team of volunteers will gladly arrange to pick up your items, or they can be 

dropped off with HHS staff during normal business hours.  

I can’t thank our volunteers enough for the time and passion that goes into 

making this event a reality, and we truly thank all our wonderful donors who 

continue to allow us to make this event a success and find new homes where 

your vintage treasure can be cherished and appreciated for years to come. 

We hope you can join us for this truly fun and friendly community event.  

We look forward to breaking new sales records this year and to a (hopefully) 

sunny and mild day on May 17, 2025.  Thanks again to our members for your 

past contributions and continued support! 

 

Very Sincerely, Definitely Vintage, but Not Yet Antique, 

 

Scott Metzger 

Vintage Yard Sale Committee Chair 
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Program Committee 
 

The Hopkinton Historical Society’s Program Committee’s purpose is to align 

programming activity with the goals of the Hopkinton Historical Society to help 

achieve the long-term and annual financial, membership, and Board of Trustees 

objectives.   

 

• The objectives for this dynamic and energetic group includes: 

• Identify long-term and annual, specific, and purposeful programs –  

o leverage the Idea Bank as a resource to align with long-term 

and annual strategies of the Hopkinton Historical Society; 

o define plans for execution; 

o solicit HHS membership to be actively engaged in 

implementing programs; 

o measure success. 

• Engage committee participation from members of the Board of 

Trustees and membership of the Hopkinton Historical Society. 

• Solicit sponsorships to assist in program funding. 

• Collaborate with the outstanding HHS staff for program alignment 

with the mission of the Hopkinton Historical Society. 
 

Past programs have included, the successful “Night At The Museum” (NATM) 

series where a very special exhibit was unveiled to the “ooooos” and “aaaaahs” 

of program participants.  The “Wheels Through Time” program featured 

antique cars through modern day electric cars, informative displays from the 

HHS collection including a painted child’s wagon and Contoocook photos from 

long ago, and an interactive tall bicycle demonstration with the Concord Wheel 

Men.  The Hopkinton/Contoocook Historical Scavenger Hunt was great fun 

with participants searching for the many historical places around our towns and 

countryside! 

We hope to see you in the upcoming year at the many informative programs 

held at the Hopkinton Historical Society! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roxanne Benzel 

Program Committee Chair  

The Program Committee 

Katie Dillon, Linda Dunning, Emily Gula, Lissa Jones, and Scott Metzger 
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Annual Meeting Minutes 
April 14, 2024 1pm 

In-Person at the Long Memorial Building 
 

Members present: 36 people were present at the Long Memorial Building. 

 

I. Welcome and Land Acknowledgement – President Craig 

Dunning called the meeting to order at 1pm. He announced that he is starting 

his three years as President of the Hopkinton Historical Society. He then 

acknowledged the land the building is on as we are guests in this land and 

opened up the meeting.  

 

II. Distribution of the 2023 Annual Report – All were provided with 

a copy of the 2023 Annual Report. 

 

III. President’s Remarks – President Dunning asked audience members 

to turn to page 2 of the 2023 Annual Report to view the President’s Report 

identifying two key goals for the year, those of expanding membership and 

engaging a younger audience. He offered to answer any questions and 

comments.  There were none. 

 

IV. Executive Director’s Remarks – Executive Director Heather 

Mitchell asked audience members to refer to the Executive Director’s Report 

on pages 3-4 of the 2023 Annual Report and highlighted some of the main 

activities and events the Society engaged in over the past year as well as those 

they were planning for 2024. Executive Director Heather Mitchell offered to 

answer any questions and there were none. 

 

V. Old Business 

 

a. Secretary’s Report – President Dunning asked audience 

members if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

2023 Annual Meeting Minutes included as an insert in the 2023 

Annual Report.  There were none. Roxanne Benzel moved and 

Carol Schapira seconded to have the minutes approved as 

written. All were in favor and President Dunning declared the 

minutes approved.  

 

b. Collections Committee Report – Mary Leadbeater 

mentioned several significant additions that were recently 

accessioned and how careful attention is being given to how items 

are stored and restored including the reproduction of some items 
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to protect the originals. See pages 9-15 of the 2023 Annual 

Report for a full list of newly accessioned items. 
 

c. Vintage Yard Sale Committee Report - Scott Metzger told 

the group that the next sale, our 8th annual sale, would take place 

on May 18th and asked for donations, offering to pick them up for 

free.  
 

d. Program Committee - Roxanne Benzel, the Program 

Committee Chair, highlighted some of the programs from the 

past year including Wheels Through Time and Night at the Museum 

and shared details of a new program for 2024 that will include a 

town-wide scavenger hunt.  
 

VI. New Business – President Dunning presented the slate of officers 

for the coming year. Michael Rollo will be taking on the role of Vice President. 

He referred the audience to the Annual Report to see the full slate. Scott 

Metzger moved and Carol Schapira seconded to accept the slate as presented. 

All were in favor and the motion moved.  
 

VII. Special Recognition  
 

a. Annual Report Dedication – Executive Director Heather Mitchell 

dedicated the 2023 Annual Report to volunteer and friend Ken 

Sauer for always helping out, learning and sharing with others 

what he learned, offering an opinion and his constant cheerful 

attitude.  
 

b. Salute to Volunteers - Executive Director Heather Mitchell took 

this time to recognize the people who are most important to our 

Hopkinton Historical Society – the many volunteers. Last year we 

had over 40 volunteers in one or more ways, 5 interns, Board and 

Committee members and others. 
 

VIII. Adjournment - Roxanne Benzel moved and Mike Rollo seconded to 

adjourn the meeting at 1:30pm. All were in favor and the motion 

moved.  
 

The meeting was followed by a presentation by NH Humanities to Go speaker 

Steve Taylor called “Late in Arriving, How Electricity Changed Rural New 

Hampshire Life” that was enjoyed by all present. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sienna Larson,  

Secretary 
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Proposed Bylaw Change 
 
The following proposed change in the Society's bylaws will be voted on by 

members at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, April 13: 

 

Article II. Trustees and Officers 

Section 2.01 Trustees and Terms 

The Board of Trustees shall include as its members the President, the 

immediate Past President, the Vice-President, the Treasurer, the Secretary, the 

chairpersons of the standing committees and such other officers as the Board 

of Trustees shall establish pursuant to Section 2.02 of this Article, and at least 

three members of the Society elected at large by the membership at its annual 

meeting. Members of the Board of Trustees shall serve three-year terms, 

limited to two (2) consecutive three-year terms with eligibility to serve on the 

Board again after at least one year off. The Board Vice President shall serve a 

three-year term as Vice-President, then be nominated for a term as President, 

and following a term as President, continue as immediate Past President, 

assuring continuity and mentorship of leadership. 
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List of Members 
as of April 10, 2025 

Life Members indicated with an asterisk 

 
Susan Abel 

Kathy Barnes & Phil Wallingford 

Kathleen Belko* 

Thomas & Roxanne Benzel* 

Gregory & Dawn Berry 

Thomas & Karen Berry* 

Michelle & Brian Bickford 

Beth Bissonnette & Stuart Bronson 

Joanna Bloomfield 

Lisa Maria Booth* 

Kathleen Boyer* 

Jane Bradstreet 

Fred & Rebecca Briccetti 

Elizabeth & Rick Brockman 

Nancy Brown 

Jean Buck 

Ernie & Nancy Bullard 

Emilie & Tom Burack 

Nancy Calder 

John & Renee Carey 

Robert & Carol Carpenter 

Neal Cass 

Nancy Jo Chabot & Parker Potter* 

William D. Chapin, Sr.* 

The Chapin Family 

Ellen Chase-Lucard* 

Anne & Robert Chehade 

Ruth Chevion 

Jason Chimienti 

Lynn Chong 

Bonnie Christie 

Lisa & Gerry Clancy 

Lynn Clark & Ruby Fogg 

Susan Sloan & Arthur Clarke* 

Jonathan & Diane Clarner 

Tammy, Ken, & Andrew Clay 

Anthony & Marilyn Clough 

Mitch Simon & Susan Covert 

Nancy Craig 

Tamara Craig 

Charles Crathern 

Lester Cressy 

Bernice Dangelas 

Joanne DeBold 

Richard & Kristin Desmarais 

Janet & George DeVito, Jr. 

Katie & Bryant Dillon 

Kathy & Jeff Donohoe 

David Dufault* 

Bill & Sue Dunlap 

Sabrina Dunlap & Rob Childs 

Craig & Linda Dunning 

Dan & Missy Dustin 

Carol Duston 

Natalie Duval & Charles Spalding 

Neil & Sara Duval 

Gail Ellsworth 

Nancy Emery & Eric Schlepphorst 

Ron Emery* 

Jerry & Linda Engstrand 

Doug & Becky Ewing 

Edward Fairfield* 

David & Lori Feller 

Tom & Nancy Fellows 

Nadine Ferrero 

Mary Fiske & Anthony Repucci 

Margaret Frank & Peter Yunich* 

James & Judith Fredyma 

Jack & Ginny Friberg* 

Vicki Frye 

Kenneth Gasser Family 

Barbara Hamilton Gibson 

Irvin Gordon & Suzanne Savage 

Gregory Grant 

Ian Grant* 

Emily Gula & Elijah Sproles 

Pamela & Lindley Hall* 

Christine Hamm* 

Rachel Hampe 

Hardenbergh Family 
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Frank & Karen Harris* 

Krista Helmboldt & John Hamilton 

Janet Hertzberg 

Richard & Shirley Hesse 

Carol Hooper & Roland DuBois 

Christine & Garrett Hoyt 

Paul & Mary Inguanti 

Elizabeth Janeway 

Deborah & Bill Jasak 

Douglas & Martha Johnson* 

Cleveland Kapala & Lucia Kittredge 

Anya, Josh & Piper Kattef* 

Carolyn Keilig 

Jennifer Kennedy 

Gayle Kimball & Paul Silberman 

Lynda Kimball* 

Margaret Kimball* 

Robert & Audrey Knight 

Ron & Corrine Lajoie 

Sienna Larson 

Christopher & Susan Lawless 

Steve & Alexandra Lawrence 

Mary Leadbeater & Michael Strack 

Jim & Brenda Lewis and Family 

Jean Lightfoot 

Diana, Peter & Emily Lighthall 

Shelley Lochhead 

Andy Locke & Heather Scholl 

Elaine & Jim Loft 

Governor John and Dr. Susan Lynch* 

Katherine Manville* 

Brian & Alissa Marks 

Paul & Marie Martell 

Suzanne Martin 

Catharine & Robert Matteo 

John and Anne McCausland 

Timothy & Marcia McCormack 

Jack & Debby McDevitt 

Gregory & Jennifer Melkonian 

Scott & Lisa Metzger 

Derk & Heather Mitchell 

Rebecca Mitchell* 

Dan, Laura & Brian Morgan 

Laurie Morrissey 

Peter Mosseau 

James & Jennifer Mullins 

Dean Owens* 

Allita Paine* 

Bill & Allison Palizzolo 

William & Lee Palizzolo 

Catherine Pappas* 

Sally & Wayne Patenaude 

George Pawlush 

Melinda Payson* 

Deborah & Gregory Peters 

Marcus and Jo-Ann Peterson 

Kathryn Pilch 

Nancy Pilch 

Alicia Presti 

Shirley Quinn 

Steven Reddy Family 

Hannah & Josh Robinson 

Ricardo Rodriguez & Rick Trombly 

Laurie Haney Rosen 

Steven Rothenberg 

Stephen & Elaine Marie Rust 

Elissa Barr & David Salzberg 

Paul & Beverley Sanborn 

Pamela Sanderson 

Beth Sargent & Richard Eichhorn 

Carol & Jeff Schapira 

Jayne Schoch 

Steve Shurtleff 

Jim & Iris Sindelar 

The Singer Family 

Melissa Smart 

Sandra Smart 

Kent & Kayellen Smith 

Scott Smith & Patti Cass Smith 

Andrew Spahr & Donna Dunlop 

Mary Story 

Kurt & Elaine Swenson* 

Richard Sylla  

Gloria Symonds 

Dijit Taylor 

Gregory & Kathryn Thesing* 

Stephen & Sue Thomas 

Sarah Traphagen 

Kenneth Traum & Catherine Heath 

Beverly Trench 
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Mike & Kate Trojano 

Cindy Tubbs & Lyn Schollett 

Barbara & David Unger 

The Vallari Family 

Michael & Janet Ward 

Donald & Susan Ware 

Elaine & John Warren 

Brad & Ann Watson 

Pamela Weitzel & James Zeppieri 

Binney & Bob Wells 

Ann West 

Chris Anne Wheeler 

Kirke & Michelle Wheeler 

Laura White & Ted Roche* 

Diana Wieland 

Betsy & Leland Wilder 

Ken & Mary Wilkens 

Bob Wilson* 

Ellen Winitzer 

Susie & Gary York* 

John & Patty Zimmerman 

 

  

Business Members 
 

Barton Insurance 

Indigo Blues & Co. 

Irish Electric Corp. 

Metzger/McGuire 

NH Bowl & Board 

Yestramski Electrical Services, Inc. 
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Passings 
 

Below is a list of friends and members of Hopkinton Historical Society 

who passed away in 2024, compiled in part from the Hopkinton, NH, 

2024 Town Report.  They will be missed. 

 

Ted Bradstreet 

Sylvia Brofos 

Aleen Chabot 

Ingrid Dinter 

Tom Johnson 

Jane Lewellen 

Marilyn McKeage 

Bruce Salsbury 

Ken Sauer 

Alan Scribner 

Peter Spaulding 

Ann West 

Richard West 

Jill Wilson 

 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

On the Cover: 

 
The tall case clock on the cover is the newest addition to the Hopkinton 

Historical Society’s clock collection.  The clock was made by L&A Hutchins  

and the case is attributed to Hopkinton joiner David Young.   

Given to the Society in 2023 by the Leadbeater family,  

it had been in the Gould Hill home of Erick Leadbeater. 

 

 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

We are on the land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange 

among indigenous peoples for thousands of years and is the home of the 

Western Abenaki People. We honor, recognize and respect these peoples, 

especially the Abenaki, as the traditional stewards of the lands and waters on 

which we gather today. In that spirit, today we will begin by acknowledging that 

we are guests in this land. We need to respect and help protect the lands 

within our use. 
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